ABSTRACT
of the dissertation of L.R. Aliyeva on the topic « Theory and practice of legal regulation of the institute of adoption in the Republic of Kazakhstan», submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in the educational program «8D04201 – Jurisprudence»
Relevance of the dissertation topic. Currently, the institution of adoption represents one of the key legal mechanisms for ensuring constitutional guarantees for the protection of family, motherhood, fatherhood, and childhood, as well as for implementing the principle of prioritizing the best interests of the child. The importance of the institution of adoption extends beyond the traditional framework of family law, acquiring an interdisciplinary and intersectoral nature, touching upon issues of constitutional, family, civil, civil procedural, and international law, as well as sociology, psychology, and pedagogy. This is particularly acute in the current context of the transformation of socioeconomic and legal processes in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The relevance of the dissertation research on the theory and practice of legal regulation of the institution of adoption is determined by the need to rethink its legal nature in the context of the modernization of national legislation and the convergence of the Kazakh legal system with international standards for the protection of children's rights. Despite the existence of a developed regulatory framework, the current legal regulation of the institution of adoption is characterized by fragmentation and internal inconsistency, including the lack of a unified doctrinal approach to determining the place of adoption in the system of family legal relations, which sometimes negatively affects the stability of law enforcement practice.
Particular attention is paid to the protection of childhood, the problems of orphans, and children left without parental care at the state level. Thus, Article 27 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan provides the following: «1. Marriage and family, motherhood, fatherhood, and childhood are under the protection of the state. 2. The care and upbringing of children is the natural right and responsibility of parents».

The «Kazakhstan-2050 Strategy: a new political course for a well-established state» identifies the raising of such children in families through the institution of adoption as a priority task. The Concept of family and gender policy in the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2030 also stipulates that «State family policy is an integral part of the social policy of Kazakhstan and represents a system of principles, assessments and measures of organizational, economic, legal, scientific, informational and personnel support aimed at improving the conditions and improving the quality of life of the family».

The topic under study is particularly relevant in the context of the development of alternative forms of family placement, the need to introduce elements of "open adoption," the expansion of information transparency of government agencies, and the digitalization of procedures related to the registration of children left without parental care. These processes dictate the need for fundamental scientific analysis in order to determine the permissible limits of state intervention in family relations and to develop an optimal balance between public interests and family autonomy.
Given the relevance of the topic under study, it's impossible not to note the historical significance of child adoption in Kazakhstani society. The birth of a child in Kazakh families was always accompanied by great joy, often accompanied by lavish celebrations. Therefore, if a woman was unable to conceive, carry, and give birth to a healthy child, this became a serious problem. It's only natural and logical that the institution of «Asyrap Alu» analogous to the modern institution of child adoption, emerged to address this issue.

The international legal aspect of the problem is no less significant. The Republic of Kazakhstan, as a party to key international treaties protecting children's rights, undertakes to align its national legislation and law enforcement practices with generally recognized principles and norms of international law. At the same time, a comparative legal analysis shows that the implementation of international standards in the sphere of adoption is carried out inconsistently, without taking into account national legal traditions and socio-cultural characteristics, which necessitates the development of a scientifically based model of legal regulation of the institution of adoption.
The purpose of dissertation. The purpose of dissertation is to conduct a comprehensive theoretical, legal, and comparative legal analysis of the institution of child adoption (adrogation) in the Republic of Kazakhstan, including family and civil procedural legislation, international legal acts, and foreign legislation. This analysis aims to identify problems and gaps in legal regulation and develop scientifically sound proposals for its improvement.
Research objectives. Based on the stated goal, the following research objectives were formulated:

- to analyze the historical aspects of the formation and development of legal regulation of the institution of adoption of a child and to highlight the main stages in the development of legislation on adoption of a child;

- to reveal the social and legal nature and significance of the institution of adoption of a child, to define the definition: “the best interests of the child” in accordance with the fundamental acts of international legal significance in the sphere of protecting the rights of children with the aim of its legal consolidation in the national legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan;


- to study international standards in the sphere of protection of children's rights, in particular, the right of the child to freely express his views in accordance with his age and degree of maturity, with a view to their implementation in the national legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan;

- to study the issues of adoption with foreign participation, taking into account its complex cross-border nature, with the aim of enshrining the principle of the closest possible connection in the family and marriage legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan for an additional guarantee of protection of the rights and interests of adopted children;

- to conduct a comparative legal analysis of the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan and foreign countries on adoption and identify best practices of the institution of adoption for possible integration into the legal system of Kazakhstan, as well as negative aspects in order to prevent the occurrence of adverse consequences that do not comply with the principles of family legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the principle of priority of the best interests of the child; 


- to examine the procedural features of the consideration of civil cases on the adoption of a child in order to identify problems arising in civil proceedings concerning the composition of persons participating in adoption cases and the imperative requirement for their participation, as well as frequently encountered cases of adoption in practice, the purpose of which does not correspond to the purpose of this institution;

- to consider the issue of mandatory participation of the child in the court proceedings if, due to his physical development and degree of maturity, he understands the essence of adoption and its consequences;
- to identify problems arising from the application of the institution of adoption secrecy in civil proceedings, including taking into account the national characteristics of Kazakhstani society;
- to develop proposals and recommendations for improving the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on adoption cases and the practice of its application.
Research methods. The following research methods were used in the study: methods of analysis and synthesis were used to study the unique characteristics and interrelations of various aspects of the institution under study; the historical-legal method was used to trace the evolution of the institution of adoption, taking into account its historical development; the formal-legal method was used to define terminology and ensure accuracy in the use of the legal conceptual system during the study; the comparative legal method is necessary for comparing the legal norms and practices of the institution of adoption in the Republic of Kazakhstan with international standards and the practices of foreign countries; the statistical method is applied to determine the number of adoption cases considered; the analytical method is used to evaluate and interpret the collected data, form substantiated conclusions and recommendations for improving the institution of adoption.

The main provisions submitted for defense.
1. We believe it is necessary to clarify and enshrine the principle of the closest possible connection in the family and marriage legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan to more thoroughly regulate legal relations arising during the adoption of Kazakhstani children by foreign citizens. This type of adoption is characterized by its specific cross-border nature and is associated with increased risks of violation of the rights and interests of the child. Enshrining the principle of the closest possible connection in the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the context of adoption with a foreign participation will serve as an additional legal guarantee for the protection of children's interests and will ensure increased efficiency in regulating complex cross-border family legal relations.

2. In order to protect the rights and legitimate interests of children who are citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan, taking into account the specifics of cross-border adoption and the need to ensure the stable development of the child, the mentality of the Kazakh nation, conservatism, and rejection of liberal trends, we believe it is necessary to introduce a ban on the adoption of children who are citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan into families in countries where same-sex marriage is officially legalized and gender reassignment is permitted for persons under twenty-one years of age. This creates a risk of disruption to the child's psycho-emotional and moral development, undermines the stability of his or her family and legal status, and allows for the formation of upbringing conditions that do not comply with the principles of family law of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the principle of prioritizing the best interests of the child.

3. Taking into account the provisions of Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, paragraph 9 of the Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 17 December 2015, it is proposed to implement in domestic legislation the right of the child to freely express his or her views and to have his or her opinions taken into account on all matters affecting them, in accordance with their age and maturity. Adoption radically changes a person's life, so if a child is old enough and mature enough to understand the consequences of being adopted, we believe that he should be given the opportunity to be heard during the adoption proceedings. Therefore, we believe it would be appropriate to establish a mandatory requirement for the mandatory participation of the adopted child in adoption cases if, due to their physical development and maturity, they understand the nature of adoption and its consequences. This is particularly necessary in the context of the mental and physiological acceleration inherent in modern society.

4. Considering the frequent cases of grandparents adopting their grandchildren, either to follow national traditions or to «free from parental responsibilities» children leaving the Republic of Kazakhstan or remarrying, the need for a legislative ban on grandparents adopting grandchildren while their parents are alive is justified, including with their consent, with the exception of cases stipulated by paragraph 2 of Article 84 of the Family Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Such practices distort the legal nature of the institution of adoption, replace other forms of family legal protection, and, as a rule, do not comply with the principle of prioritizing the best interests of the child and preserving his natural family ties.
Proposals for amendments and additions to the legislative acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan:
1. In connection with the fact that the fundamental principle in the sphere of protection of children's rights is the principle of the best interests of the child, it is proposed to introduce the definition of «Best interests of the child» into the family legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan by including it in the conceptual apparatus of Article 1 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan "On the Rights of the Child" (clause 18) in the following version: «The best interests of a child are a set of conditions and measures that ensure his safety, stable physical, psycho-emotional and moral development, the preservation of family ties and the protection of rights and legitimate interests when making decisions affecting his status and upbringing conditions».
2. Taking into account the positive experience of foreign countries in the sphere of legal relations of the institution of adoption, in particular, the requirements for adoptive parents, and also strengthening the significance of the norm contained in paragraph 3 of Article 91 «Persons who are not married to each other (marriage) cannot jointly adopt the same child» of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family», it is proposed to supplement the said article with p. 3-1 of the following content: «When adopting a child without parental care jointly by persons in a registered marriage, the duration of the marriage must be at least five years at the time of filing an application to the guardianship and trusteeship authority with a request to give an opinion on the possibility of becoming adoptive parents».
3. Given that cases of trafficking, violence, slavery, forced labor, and illegal organ transplantation involving adopted children continue to be recorded globally, the need to strengthen the protection of children's rights is particularly emphasized in order to identify shortcomings in national legislation and judicial practice in the area of ​​adoption with a foreign participation. We believe that a period of up to four weeks of direct contact between a foreign adoptive parent and the child being adopted does not fully ensure the achievement of the goals of the pre-adoption stage, and therefore the establishment of a minimum three-month period of such contact should be legally enshrined as a mandatory requirement for the adoption of children - citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan by foreign citizens.

In this regard, we propose replacing the phrase «at least four weeks» with «at least three months» in paragraph 3 of Article 85 «Rights and obligations of persons wishing to adopt children» of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family». We also believe it is necessary to strengthen post-adoption monitoring of Kazakhstani children adopted by foreign citizens, in addition to the submission of formal reports by adoptive parents, by mandatory in-person visits to the families in which adopted Kazakhstani children live by employees of Kazakhstan's foreign missions at least once per quarter until they reach the age of majority, in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

4. The need for legislative consolidation in national family law of a bilateral conflict of laws rule is substantiated, which implies differentiated regulation of relations on foreign adoption by the law of the state of citizenship of the adoptive parent and the law of the Republic of Kazakhstan, taking into account the doctrine of public order and the priority of the best interests of the child. 
In this regard, the following version of Article 97-1 «Adoption of a child by foreigners» of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family» is proposed: 

«1. The adoption by foreigners of a child who is a citizen of the Republic of Kazakhstan, including the cancellation of such adoption, on the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan is carried out in accordance with the legislation of the state of which the adoptive parent is a citizen, in terms of requirements for the adoptive parent and obtaining consents necessary for adoption. 

2. The terms and procedure for adoption, the judicial procedure, the legal consequences of adoption, and the protection of the rights and legitimate interests of the child are regulated by the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan. The application of foreign law is not permitted if it contradicts the fundamental principles of the legal order of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
3. Monitoring of children adopted by foreigners who are citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan is carried out by foreign institutions of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the authorized body in the sphere of protection of children's rights of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Employees of foreign institutions of the Republic of Kazakhstan, for the purpose of post-adoption control, at least once a quarter, carry out in-person visits to families in which adopted Kazakhstani children live, to ensure that their legal rights and interests are respected within the framework of the completed adoption until they reach the age of majority in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan». 
5. It is substantiated that at the current stage of development of society, the establishment in Kazakhstani legislation of a mandatory age threshold (10 years) for taking into account the child’s consent to adoption does not correspond to the modern conditions of development of minors and limits the discretion of the court, in connection with which, the child’s consent should be recognized as a legally significant fact, subject to the ability of the minor to understand the legal consequences of adoption established by the court.

Based on this, we propose:

1) Article 95 «Consent of a child to adoption» of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family» shall be set out as follows: 

«1. A child's consent is required for adoption if they have reached the age and mental development level where they are capable of expressing it. A child's consent to adoption must be given in a form appropriate to their age and mental development.

2. The child must be informed of the legal consequences of adoption.
3. Adoption is carried out without the child’s consent if, due to age or health, he or she is not aware of the fact of adoption.

4. The child's consent to adoption is established by the court in the presence of the parents or other legal representatives of the child, the prosecutor»; 

2) Subparagraph 4 of paragraph 2 of Article 313 «Preparation of a case for trial» of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan shall be set out as follows: «the consent of the child being adopted, who has reached such an age and level of mental development that he can express it, to adoption, as well as to possible changes in his first name, patronymic, last name and the registration of the adoptive parents (adoptive parent) as his parents (except in cases where such consent is not required in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan)».

6. In accordance with p. 1 of Article 87 of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated December 26, 2011 No. 518-IV «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family», «persons participating in the case of adoption of a child necessarily include the adoptive parents, a representative of the body exercising guardianship or trusteeship functions, as well as the prosecutor». This requirement is also provided for by the Regulatory Resolution of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated March 31, 2016, No. 2 «On the practice of applying the legislation on the adoption of children by the courts»: «For the purpose of part two of Article 54 of Civil Procedural Code, the participation of the prosecutor in civil proceedings is mandatory in cases requiring the protection of citizens who are unable to defend themselves, which includes adopted children, in connection with which the adoption case is subject to consideration with the mandatory participation of the prosecutor».

To eliminate discrepancies and inconsistencies in domestic legislation and ensure the protection of the legitimate rights and interests of children, especially as a category of persons requiring special protection, it is necessary to establish mandatory prosecutorial involvement in adoption cases in Article 314 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan. In this regard, Part 1 of Article 314 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan should be supplemented with the words: «as well as the prosecutor».

7. Considering that p. 4 of Article 91 of the Family Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan provides for psychological training for candidates for adoption, carried out by organizations that provide assistance in the placement of orphans, children left without parental care, as well as educational organizations for orphans, children left without parental care, at the expense of the said organizations, and also that in accordance with p. 12-1 of the Regulatory Resolution of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated March 31, 2016 No. 2 «On the practice of applying the legislation on the adoption (adoption) of children by courts», failure to comply with this requirement is grounds for refusing to satisfy the application, we consider it necessary to supplement Article 312 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan «Documents attached to the application for adoption» with paragraph 5-1) «Certificate of completion of psychological training for citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan permanently residing in the territory of the Republic of Kazakhstan, wishing to accept orphans, children left without parental care, for upbringing in their family».

8. It is substantiated that the absence in Article 314 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan of an imperative requirement for the mandatory participation of specialists (teacher and/or psychologist) and experts in the consideration of cases of adoption of a child creates a real threat of a judicial error due to the formal clarification of the position of the minor and the impossibility of an objective assessment of his psycho-emotional state. Despite the fact that p.5 of Article 77 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan stipulates the mandatory participation of these specialists when determining the opinion of a child who has reached the age of ten, current legislation allows for the conduct of judicial proceedings in adoption cases without adequate professional guarantees to protect the child from psychological pressure from parents and other interested parties. In this regard, we propose to legally establish an imperative requirement for the mandatory participation of specialists (teacher and/or psychologist), and, where necessary, experts, for the purpose of appointing and conducting a psychological-psychiatric examination when considering cases of child adoption. The involvement of these specialists is necessary, in particular, to determine the child's level of mental development and their ability to consciously consent to adoption. The inclusion of this requirement in Part 1 of Article 314 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan should be considered an important procedural requirement for ensuring the legality and validity of court decisions in cases of this category, aimed at maximizing the protection of the rights and legitimate interests of the child.
 
9. In order to preserve the health and gene pool of the nation, taking into account the positive experience of foreign countries in the application of «open adoption», as well as «the right of the child to know his parents» in accordance with Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 60 of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan "On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family" and Article 21 of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan "On the Rights of the Child in the Republic of Kazakhstan", the practice of the European Court of Human Rights in cases related to the disclosure of information about adoption, the practice of the highest judicial bodies of many civilized states on the issue under consideration, it seems appropriate to improve the Kazakh legislation in the sphere of the institution of secrecy of adoption towards its complete abolition. We believe that the institution of adoption secrecy is outdated in Kazakhstan's current society, as it disrupts the family connection with biological parents and family, causing psychological trauma to the adopted child, and thereby raising the possibility of marriage between relatives up to the seventh generation, which could lead to the birth of offspring with genetic diseases. This is especially acute in the context of increasing digitalization and expanding access to personal data. Therefore, we propose:


1.  Article 102. Secrecy of adoption of a child of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated December 26, 2011 No. 518-IV «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family» shall be excluded;


2. In p. 4 of Article 97. Name, patronymic and surname of the adopted child of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated December 26, 2011 No. 518-IV «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family», the words: «except for cases requiring the secrecy of adoption» shall be excluded; 

3. In p. 1 of Article 98. Change of date and place of birth of an adopted child of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated December 26, 2011 No. 518-IV «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family», the words: «To ensure the secrecy of adoption» shall be excluded; 

4. In Article 114-1. Rights and obligations of an organization to provide assistance in placing orphans and children left without parental care in families of citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan of the Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated December 26, 2011 No. 518-IV «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family», subparagraph 1, paragraph 2 «to maintain the secrecy of adoption» shall be excluded;
5. In Art. 19. Publicity of court proceedings of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the words «as well as cases of child adoption» shall be excluded; 

6. In Art.314. Consideration of applications of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, paragraph 3: «The court shall consider cases of child adoption in a closed court session» shall be excluded.

Description of the main results of the study. Despite a significant number of scientific works that have touched upon the issues of child adoption, they have not thoroughly examined the theoretical and practical aspects of legal relations within this institution, including the socio-legal characteristics of child adoption; a comparative analysis of national legislation on adoption with similar provisions in foreign legal systems; conflict of laws aspects of adoption with a foreign element; the specifics of the implementation process of international legal norms on adoption in the Republic of Kazakhstan; and the specifics of civil proceedings in child adoption cases in accordance with the current legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan in this area.

An attempt was made to comprehensively develop the theoretical and practical issues of legal regulation of adoption in the Republic of Kazakhstan. The implementation of an integrated approach, combining doctrinal analysis, judicial review, and assessment of the current regulatory framework, allowed not only to systematize existing scholarly positions but also to critically reassess them. As a result, internal contradictions in legal regulation, latent flaws in law enforcement, and conceptually significant gaps hindering the development of a consistent and sustainable model of legal regulation of adoption were identified.
The study included a comprehensive analysis of scientific concepts and theoretical approaches reflected in the works of domestic and foreign researchers, a study of the opinions of practicing specialists, and an analysis of current legislation and established judicial practice.
Justification of the importance and novelty of the obtained results. This study is scientifically novel because, for the first time since the adoption of the current Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan «On Marriage (Matrimony) and Family» and the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, it provides a comprehensive analysis of the legislation and proposes new recommendations, both theoretical and practical, that will improve the legislation and thereby enhance the effectiveness of the implementation mechanism for protecting the rights and interests of children during adoption.

The scientific novelty of this study stems from the author's approach to assessing the effectiveness of current legislation regulating child adoption and identifying areas for its further improvement. This is expressed in the development and substantiation of proposals, the implementation of which, within the context of potential regulatory reforms, could ensure more comprehensive and consistent legal regulation of these relationships, as well as contribute to the elimination of existing conflicts and legal uncertainty, and the improvement of the effectiveness of law enforcement.

The results of the conducted research are characterized by scientific novelty and applied significance, which is expressed in the following.
The novelty of Result 1 lies in the author's proposal to enshrine the principle of the closest possible connection in the family and marriage legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as it applies to adoption relationships involving a foreign participation. It is argued that its legal codification will improve the effectiveness of cross-border adoption regulation and will serve as an additional legal guarantee for the protection of the rights and legitimate interests of the child.

The novelty of Result 2 lies in the author's justification for the need to introduce a ban in the legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan on the adoption of children who are citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan in countries where same-sex marriage is legalized and gender reassignment is permitted for persons under 21 age, taking into account the specifics of cross-border adoption and the need to ensure the protection of the rights and interests of the child. The proposed provision is aimed at incorporating national family and legal values ​​and strengthening guarantees of the stability of the family and legal status of a child in international adoption.

The novelty of the obtained result 3 is new, since the author proposed not just an indication of the child’s physical condition and the degree of his maturity, but an imperative requirement for his mandatory participation if, due to his physical development and degree of maturity, he understands the essence of adoption, in contrast to the current version of the norm of Article 314 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The novelty of the obtained result 4 is determined by the fact that the author for the first time proposed to introduce a direct legislative ban on intra-family adoptions by grandparents of their grandchildren (except in cases of lack of guardianship) in order to prevent the substitution of other forms of protection and the preservation of natural family ties.
Proposals for amendments and additions to the legislative acts of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Result 1 is new because it formulates the author's own definition of the term "best interests of the child" in the current legislation of the Republic of Kazakhstan. This proposed definition has theoretical and practical significance, as it promotes a uniform understanding and application of this principle in lawmaking and law enforcement, and enhances the level of legal guarantees for the protection of children's rights.

The novelty of the obtained result 2 is that the author for the first time proposes a specific normative consolidation of the marriage duration requirement of five years for candidates for adoption in Article 91 of the Family Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
The novelty of the obtained result 3 lies in the fact that the author, for the first time, proposed amendments to Article 85 of the Family Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, providing for the replacement of the established period of "four weeks" with "three months," as well as the establishment at the regulatory level of a mandatory requirement for employees of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan abroad to conduct in-person quarterly inspections of families in which adopted Kazakhstani children reside.

Result 4 is new, as it substantiates the need to enshrine in national family law a bilateral conflict-of-laws rule providing for differentiated regulation of relations arising from intercountry adoption. This provision is expressed in the form of a specific legislative proposal, which has not previously received a systematic scientific justification in domestic doctrine.

Result 5 is new, as the author proposed an original version of Article 95 of the Family Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan and Article 313 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which posit the legal significance of a child's consent as dependent on the child's attainment of an age and level of mental development that allows them to independently and consciously express their will. It should be noted that such an approach has not previously been formulated as a legislative initiative in Kazakhstan.

Result 6 is new because the applicant has developed for the first time a specific legislative initiative to supplement Part 1 of Article 314 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan with the words «as well as the prosecutor» ensuring the systemic harmonization of substantive and procedural legislation in the sphere of child protection.
Result 7 is new, since the author for the first time proposed an addition to Article 312 of the Civil Procedural Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan (clause 5-1), which would establish a Certificate of psychological preparation as a mandatory procedural requirement when filing an application to the court.

Result 8 is new and is expressed in a comprehensive justification for the advisability of establishing an imperative requirement for the mandatory participation of a teacher and/or psychologist, and, where necessary, an expert, when considering adoption cases.
Result 9 is new and is manifested in a comprehensive justification for the need for a conceptual revision of the institution of secrecy of adoption in the family law of the Republic of Kazakhstan, up to and including the refusal to retain it in the current model of legal regulation.
Alignment with scientific development trends or government programs. The research vector fits seamlessly with the strategic priorities of Kazakhstan's state policy and is consistent with the «Concept of family and gender policy in the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2030», the Address of the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.A. Nazarbayev to the people of Kazakhstan «Development Strategy of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2050: a new political course for an established state» and others. The identified priorities of public policy form a holistic conceptual basis for the reforms being carried out, within which this dissertation research acquires particular relevance, practical value and applied focus.

Description of the doctoral student's contribution to the preparation of each publication. The presented research results are fully consistent with the author's primary research interests and represent the culmination of long-term and systematic research. The main provisions of the dissertation were tested in 7 scientific articles published during the period of the educational program completion, of which 2 were in peer-reviewed publications included in the Scopus and WoS databases, 4 were in publications recommended by the Committee for Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan for the publication of the main results of scientific activity, 1 -  in collections of materials of international scientific and practical conferences.
